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Karl König’s 52 imaginative drawings 
are portals into each week of the soul’s 
inner journey with the Anthroposo-
phical Soul Calendar. The drawings 
have been experienced throughout 
Europe, Great Britain and Scandi-
navia and are being exhibited for the 
first time in North America in 2023-
2024. The Exhibitions are accompa-
nied by lectures from Richard Steel 
who has worked with this anthropo-
sophical Calendar and Karl König’s 
drawings for five decades. The North 
American tour started in September 
2023 at the Chicago Branch of the 
Anthroposophical Society, and from 
there went to Camphill Minnesota, 
then to Camphill Ghent and Camp-
hill Village Copake in upstate New 
York.  Experiences from some of the 
participants gives a picture of the Ex-
hibitions and the schedule for 2024 
follows. 

Exhibition Reflections

The Anthroposophical 
Society in Chicago 

“Richard detailed how 
Karl König was a per-
son who took study 
with the Calendar of 
the Soul seriously and 
carried it into his medi- 
tative and practical work 
within the Camphill 
Community.  He ex-
plained how the imagi-
nations that Karl König 
depicts in his drawings 
incorporate many of the 
deeper mysteries of cos-

The North American Tour of Karl König’s Drawings  
for the Calendar of the Soul

mic and human evolution conveyed 
by Rudolf Steiner.”       Mary Spalding

“Each of Karl König‘s 52 original 
renderings of the weekly soul verses 
was a treasure to behold and to medi-
tate upon. Richard’s deep relation-
ship with Karl König‘s work, life and 
devotion brought the Calendar of the 
Soul, König’s drawings and König to 
life.”   		            Deborah Rogers 

Camphill Minnesota 
“When I brought news about these 
Exhibitions to the community, there 
was such excitement, people said, 
’Yes! We will make it happen!’ The 
Exhibition has been incredible! It’s as 
if a spiritual community has formed 
with those who participated, and this 
is so important in the heartland of 
America when things in the United 
States are fragile and fragmented right now. It has been a gift, from the spiri-

tual world, from the sponsors and 
from the Karl König 
Institute!” 

    Debbie Wright 

“These two streams, 
from Rudolf Steiner 
with the Calendar of the 
Soul, and the wonderful 
drawings by Karl Kö-
nig have opened win-
dows to experiencing 
every week of the Cal-
endar of the Soul.  As 
a small community in  
the Midwest, we in  
Camphill Minnesota  
depend for our foun-
dation on these two 

Richard speaking in Fountain Hall, Copake
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streams and it was a social deed, a re-
newing deed to bring them together 
here.” 	                              Bill Briggs

“While I have been part of Richard‘s 
online Calendar of the Soul study since 
2022, being at Camphill Minnesota 
and listening to the lectures and see-
ing the pictures in their original states 
brought further meaning into Ru-
dolf Steiner’s words, crafted in a ho-
tel room, and Karl König’s artwork, 
created during internment in the Se-
cond World War.  We experienced 
the beauty of the Calendar of the Soul 
drawings that Karl König had created 
and heard more of the stories behind 
the history of the verses, as well as the 
things they reflect and how they im-
pact us. Richard’s new English trans-
lations of the Calendar of the Soul 
provide yet a new dimension to the 
meaning of the verses and open the 
aperture even further when one stu-
dies and contemplates, week by week, 
what we are being asked to take into 
our souls. Through all of this, as we 
departed Camphill Minnesota I felt 
that such a new metamorphosis has 
taken place in me.” 

Robyn Hauenstein 

Camphill Ghent 

“The Calendar of the Soul Exhibition 
permeated the entire community at 
Camphill Ghent with a mood of awe, 
reverence, and deep questioning. 
This shared experience had the ad-
ditional quality of community buil-
ding among those who live and work 
here. Richard’s diverse talks were 
like paths into the hearts of Rudolf 
Steiner and Karl König, illuminated 
with insights into the complex and 
deeply healing nature of the verses. 
Richard’s personalized tours of the 
Exhibition further unveiled the mys-
teries in König’s drawings. The entire 
experience will have a lasting and sig-
nificant effect on all of us.” 

    Jacquelyn Bieringer 

“Not wanting to sound grandiose… 
for me it was a real resurrection of the 
Calendar of the Soul, which is some-
thing we work with in Camphill on a 
daily basis. The way Richard brought 
the whole creation of the Calendar 
of the Soul and the context within 
which it was born, also bringing it 
into connection with the etheric 
Christ, and into relationship with the 
Foundation Stone meditation, it was 
just fantastic.”              Phil Drake

Camphill Copake 
“During our morning circle in the 
house as we read the Calendar of the 
Soul each day, I can sometimes sense 
how the verse reflects the phenomena 
in outer nature, and also relates to me 
inwardly. When Richard Steel showed 
us around the images that Karl König  
had drawn for each week‘s verse,  
I was confronted by a richness of new 
forms, colors and scenes and they  
somehow spoke to me. And when 

Jacquelyn and Richard and the Ghent communityBill Briggs, Camphill Minnesota

2024 North American  
Exhibition Schedule
Karl König’s Drawings  
for the Calendar of the Soul

March 8–10, 2024
Threefold Branch of the Anthro-
posophical Society and Threefold 
Educational Foundation

March 13–17, 2024
Otto Specht School and Camphill 
Association of North America

April 26–28, 2024
Los Angeles Branch of the  
Anthroposophical Society

May 3–5, 2024
Sacramento Faust Branch of the 
Anthroposophical Society

May 10–12, 2024
Camphill Communities California

May 14, 2024
Lecture at the Portland Branch of 
the Anthroposophical Society

May 18–22, 2024
Glenora Farm, Vancouver Island

September 5–8, 2024
Camphill Soltane

September 13-15, 2024
Anthroposophical Society in  
Greater Boston and Christian 
Community in New England

September 20 – October 27, 2024
Anthroposophy NYC
138 W 15th St, New York,  
NY 10011

Oct 31 – Nov 3 (uncomfirmed)
Collaboration of Anthroposophical 
Groups in Toronto, ON

Richard speaking in Chicago



3

Karl König Institute

then Richard shared his experiences 
of the verses and the drawings, and 
brought Karl König’s insight that 
each week there are relationships  
between four mirrored and opposite  
verses that are related together in 
time, I had a feeling of being meta-
morphosed myself. This is what I 
took away from this profound ex-
hibition – that as we work with the 
Calendar of the Soul, we metamor-
phose and are being metamorphosed 
throughout the year(s)!”  

    Andreas Fontein

“The exhibition was a celebration, the 
celebration of the birth of Light, the 
birth of the “I“. It was a celebration 
which honors the Earth, Heaven and 
the Human Soul. And for this I want 
to thank Richard Steel. His enthusi-
asm, devotion, inner work, commit-
ment and responsibility gave me an 
uplifting experience. To see all the 
drawings, hear Richard‘s talks and 
to experience the guided tour wea-
ving the mantras together with a fine  
thread was inspiring and awakening.” 

    Irena Valujeva
 

“The healing force of Karl König’s 
soul life comes streaming through 
these beautiful yet humble drawings 
that are filled with the imagery and 
presence of the spiritual world as it 
meets the human world in  very dra-
matic, profound and sometimes heart-
breakingly simple ways. At this cha-
otic, catastrophic moment of world 
existence, I want to express my grati-
tude, also from the House of Peace, for 
the huge deed of bringing this inner 
journey with the Calendar of the Soul 
to people in North America.”  

 Carrie Schuchardt 

                 

Our  Phi l osop hyOur  Phi l osop hyOur  Phi l osop hy       Our philosophy is grounded in the concept 
that money is a vital energy. By empowering you to make             
conscious decisions about your financial planning, we strive to 
help you rediscover the purpose and vitality of your money.
Fi n an ci a l  Pl a nni ng  Fi n an ci a l  Pl a nni ng  Fi n an ci a l  Pl a nni ng  Our values centered and integral         
financial planning services are designed to help you achieve 
your life goals with greater confidence, all while endeavoring to 
reduce the impact of taxes.
As se t  M an age men t  As se t  M an age men t  As se t  M an age men t  We construct portfolios aligned with 
your goals and values. We work closely with you to identify   
appropriate investment options, and then take an active role in 
monitoring the ever changing investment landscape.

   
V alu e sV alu e sV alu e s       Our services are based on a values oriented  philosophy, 
and are designed to help each client identify and explore the values 
they want to incorporate into their financial life. We design financial 
plans that honor and incorporate those values, and support the life 
you want to live and the world you want to live in.

R e la ti o n al  A p p r o a ch  R e la ti o n al  A p p r o a ch  R e la ti o n al  A p p r o a ch  Strong personal relationships serve as 
our firm’s foundation. We work with client’s nationwide from our 
offices and we travel extensively to meet clients face to face. We 
believe in committing the time to pay attention and to develop        
human interaction. Our constant focus is on understanding the 
changing needs and goals of each individual, and on working           
together to reap the rewards of a values centered approach to        
sustainable investing.

Pe r so na li ze d  P la n ni ng  Pe r so na li ze d  P la n ni ng  Pe r so na li ze d  P la n ni ng  There are no ‘pre packaged’        
methods at AAG for determining your needs. We work closely with 
you in order to understand your life’s intention. Our planning         
process works from the inside out, rather than the outside in!

   
Arista Advisory Group, LLC, (AAG) is a fee only, fiduciary, indepen
dent financial planning firm, helping individuals, families, business 
owners and foundations nationwide create balance and focus their 
personal vision and relationship with money. Our services include 
financial planning, investment design and management, insurance 
planning, and estate planning.

Karl Koenig Institute Thanks Arista Advisory Group  
Our Main Sponsor for the North American Exhibitions! 

 

It is a significant deed to bring the Exhibitions to North America. The cost is significant cost, as well. These costs are partly 
met by our wonderful Exhibition hosts.  Yet without our generous sponsors, the North American Exhibition tour could not 
be happening.
Arista Advisory Group is the main sponsor for the North American Exhibitions.  Arista is sponsoring the Exhibitions 
because they view money as a vital energy for good. They are sponsoring the tour because they recognize that through  
experiencing these Exhibitions, people’s work with the anthroposophical Calendar of the Soul can be re enlivened and help 
bring healing to individuals, the social organism and the earth. Thank you, Arista!!! 

Pl ann ing for the l i f e         
you want  to  l iv e  

And f or  the worl d              
you want  to  l iv e  in!  

 aristaadv.com 
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Founded in 2017, Three-fold Transla-
tion Press has translated over 100 
books on anthroposophy and Waldorf 
education and is now the largest inde-
pendent Anthroposophical publisher 
in the Chinese-speaking region of the 
world. In 2021 we published a trans-
lation of the ‘Inner Journey through 
the Year’, the Calendar of the Soul 
and Karl König‘s accompanying  
drawings, compiled by Richard Steel. 
Many readers were fascinated by the 
commentary and beautiful pictures and 
often asked how to understand The 
Calendar of the Soul and the pictures.

Beginning at Easter 2022, we were 
very happy to have Richard‘s 52 won-
derful weekly talks to take us on this 
wonderful inner journey through the 
year with the Calendar of the Soul. 
This event attracted nearly 150 Chi-
nese language attendants from all over 
the world who could listen to 
Richard’s talks in Chinese

We created a unique learning ex-
perience, not only uploading talks to 
the Internet for everyone to watch 
and learn, but also organizing online 
learning sessions by Zoom once and 
sometimes twice a week. At the be-
ginning of each session, we would 
watch Richard‘s video together 
through the conference room. It was 
an amazing process. Although every-
one could watch the videos on their 
own, watching them at the same time 
in the same zoom meeting room 
brings different feelings and experi-

ences. We followed Richard’s talks by 
having discussions in which we shared 
our ideas and gained further inspirati-
on.

This process of watching the vi-
deos together resonated a lot because 
we experienced that even though our 
physical bodies were not in the same 
physical space, still, we created a 
common space – and there, we could 
feel that our hearts and souls were 
truly together. At the end of our year 
of studying together, we summarized 
our journey and all agreed to continue 
this process with another year of wat-
ching Richard’s Calendar of the Soul 
talks and studying together. Richard 
also met with our group several times 
via zoom and responded to many 
questions and comments from our big 
circle of participants.

We have a further vision to study 
year after year, to experience more 
and more deeply the rhythms of the 
cosmos, earth and humanity that are 
contained in The Calendar of the 
Soul and soul images. At the same 
time, we have launched a research 
project from this year to explore the 
inner connection between Chinese 
and Western major festivals. We hope 
to present preliminary research re-
sults after this round of joint study 
and discussion and we will invite in-
terested foreign teachers and friends 
to discuss and exchange with us.

Thank you very much, Richard, 
for your guidance, which has given us 

more experience and con-
nection with the Soul  
Calendar and Karl König’s 
images. We also look for-
ward to connecting with 
you in our new round of 
co-learning, where there 
will be more resonance 
and more coming to-
gether of ideas.

Mingyu Wei

on behalf of the  
Three-fold group in China

The Co-learning of the Calendar of Soul in China 
2022-2023

Group in the Co-Learning of the Calendar of the Soul in China

Review:

The First Three Years 
of the Child 
by Karl König

Newly edited and annotated by  
Jan Goeschel

All is present – we need to develop 
the instrument to enable the ‘all’ to 
reveal itself.

In the First Three Years, Karl König 
described for us just how we manage 
that development in the first three 
years of life on earth. As editor, Jan 
Goeschel connects Karl König’s in-
sights to current research showing just 
how relevant and important König’s 
work still is today.

Some newly released editions of 
older books are often merely a modern- 
isation of the language to make the 
work more readable. This new editi-
on of “The First Three years” is 
anything but ‘ just that’. I will say that 
it is indeed more readable than a  
version I read some 40 years ago. 
However, while Dr König’s work can 
certainly stand on its own in any  
modern discussion on Child Develop-
ment, for this edition I find the greatest 
contribution to lie in the extensive 
annotation and commentary to be 
found in the footnotes.

In his introduction to this latest 
edition, Goeschel describes how this 
body of work from König has ‘aged 
well’. Goeschel notes that his in-
tention with this edition is to bring 
König‘s work on child development 
into dialogue ‘with contemporary 
scientific and scholarly perspectives’.

To support that goal, Goeschel has 
heavily annotated this text with both 
his own insightful and very helpful 
commentary as well linking König’s 
insights directly to current research. 
As a ‘lay’ person in the field of child 
development, I personally found that 
the annotations and commentary to 
be extremely helpful. I can only ima-
gine that to the serious student of child 
development, be they a parent, a teacher, 
a paediatrician or a researcher, the foot-
notes will reveal a treasure throve.
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The book itself is a journey 
through the developing child’s first 
three years and if you are new to this 
journey you are in for an imaginative 
treatise of the journey we have all  
taken. It is a journey that all new  
parents and carers/teachers of infants 
should have access to. It is not for me 
to give a brief overview of the book, 
but rather to share with you that  
my re-reading of this book has re- 
awakened, re-enlivened and further 
deepened my understanding of the 
significance and importance of these 
first three years of our lives on earth. 
It is a journey that I urge anyone who 
seeks to understand who we are, to 
undertake either for the first time, or 
again.

Bernard Murphy

Karl König 

The First Three Years  
of the Child
How Children Learn to Walk, Speak 
and Think

Translated by Carlo Pietzner 
Edited by Jan Goeschel

192 pages, Paperback, £14.99 

Floris Books. ISBN: 9781782508472 

 
An examination of the three major 
achievements that happen during the 
first three years of childhood: learn-
ing to walk, speak and think.

This thorough analysis of the 
complex process involved in acqui-
ring these three core faculties will 
help readers better understand and 
support the children in their care.

Andrew, who was baptized Andreas 
Daniel, but grew up and lived almost 
exclusively in the English speaking 
world, used the English form of his 
name. The name comes from ancient 
Greek, andreios, meaning “coura-
geous”. Karl König spoke of the 
Apostle Andrew as being “devoted as 
no other.”

With Andrew’s passing the 
threshold last summer, the last of the 
König siblings, the four children of 
Tilla and Karl König, has left this life. 
Andrew died after a long period of 
illness, closely and lovingly accompa-
nied and cared for by his son Martin, 
and supported by a circle of good 
friends on Vancouver Island. In the 
last weeks of his life there was much 
exchange with friends from Andrew’s 
Camphill past and he took it all in 
very consciously.

Andrew is a St. John’s child – born 
July 23 in 1935, into a troubled time 
in central Europe, in the year that his 
father was expelled from the Anthro-
posophical Society and at the same 
time had his medical license with-

Andreas Daniel (Andrew) König
July 23, 1935 Pilgramshain, Silesia, to June 7, 2023, Vancouver Island, Canada

drawn by the German government, 
and was prohibited by German law 
from public speaking. It was the be-
ginning of the family’s journeys of 
exile.

In the early morning hours of  
June 7, 2023, as Andrew entered the 
spirit world, the Arietids had just 
reached their fiery peak and the 
world’s most active meteor shower – 
though for us mainly invisible be-
cause of the rising sun – celebrated 
the reality of the supersensible. Up-

wards of 60 “falling stars” per hour 
came from the region of Aries, the 
Ram, and were so bright that even in 
the morning light some stars were  
visible. Aries is the first Zodiak figure 
to speak in Karl König’s play for St. 
John’s:

I look backwards
And my gaze is filled
With all that has once been.
In the Great Book of Creation
I have read the Word!
The past has enveloped me
Who will help me forwards?

Andrew stayed connected with 
Camphill throughout his life,  
although his destiny led him again 
and again in new directions. He 
worked for some years in Camphill 
Village Copake and in Camphill  
Village Minnesota. From these phases 
strong friendships continued, we will 
share a few personal reflections from 
his friends Karen and Jean-David 
Derreumaux, and from Bill Briggs 
(and Laura).

Richard Steel

Andrew and his family,  
with Peter Roth‘s arm on his shoulder
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My Father’s Passing

Three and a half years ago l left Cali-
fornia to come back to Canada for 
a change, but most of all to be with 
my father Andrew. We had often 
spoken of my return to Canada, it 
was his dream for me to come. I was 
fortunate enough to spend the last  
three years of his life with him, and it 
was the best three years for the both 
of us.

Andrew is a giving and caring 
person. He helped so many people 
throughout his life – he would always 
go that extra mile and then some. He 
was a gifted talented man.

During these last three years we 
were really able to connect, and I 
learned so many valuable things 
about him and the König Family. It 
was truly a gift.

The final three weeks before he 
crossed the threshold were a little 
difficult at times, but also, there was 
so much love around him and it was 
definitely heartwarming. The Christ-
ian Community, Glenora Farm, the 
threshold group and so many friends 
from the surrounding area came to 
love and support Andrew as he was 
getting close.

The day before his crossing I 
read to him around 40 emails from  
people around the world from various  
Camphill communities. Andrew took  
it all in. Truly Amazing

A special thank you to two of 
Andrew’s close friends on Vancou-
ver Island, Diane Duce and Nicolette  
Genier. Diane, I can‘t thank you 
enough for making so much possible, 

Reflections, Friendship with  
Andrew

The years we shared with Andrew 
were very meaningful for us. Our re-
lationship was such that we were able 
to go past the mundane to be in the 
more real, significant, sometimes raw 
aspect of life. This was the place we 
had in common. With 20 years age 
difference, it was our longing and 
goal – and for Andrew, it was his defi-
nite state of being, filled with inner 
experience. Over four years, destiny 
gathered us together, and a life-bond 
everlasting was forged.

Karen and Jean-David Derreumaux

Andrew König with Karen and Jean-David 
Derreumaux

Andrew König at Camphill  
Village Minnesota

Andrew Koenig joined Camphill Vil-
lage Minnesota in 1994.  He engaged 
fully with village life, helping where 
help was most needed. Some qualities 
of Andrew that shone brightly were 
being of service to others, being a 
wise steward of what we had and not 
wasting things, and helping others in 
need beyond the village boundaries. 

As I look around our community 
today, I see the hand of Andrew in 
many carpentry and woodworking 
projects. They are all solid, well-
crafted, and beautiful. They include 
our altar, speaker’s stand, a lovely nine 
room living space in the basement 
of Prairie Wind House, and many 
bookcases, picture frames and other 
thoughtfully crafted items.   

Deep within Andrew was an ethic 
and practice of using resources wise-
ly and not wasting what still could 
be used. When half of an old house 
trailer on the property was being 
torn down, Andrew salvaged some 
floor joists and repurposed them into 
bookshelves for our library. At times 
he was out in our garden or orchard 

or at a neighbor’s, bringing in the 
last remnants of the harvest which he 
would transform into delicious pre-
serves and other treats for people to 
enjoy.  

When Andrew came to Min-
nesota, he had just completed his 
massage therapy training.  This fo-
cused, therapeutic aspect of Andrew 
was a side that those of us who had 
known him had not experienced be-
fore. He offered massage to people in 
our community and also volunteered 
at a local hospice and nursing home.   
Andrew was greatly appreciated for 
the healing therapeutic touch he  
offered so generously. 

Andrew’s time at Camphill Village 
Minnesota drew to a close in 1999 
and we were sad to see him leave.  
Andrew was a dedicated and selfless 
carrier of the best aspects of Camphill 
life – to which his father and mother 
had given their lives. 

Bill Briggs

Andrew in the Pacific Northwest

and to you, Nicolette, thank you for 
connecting everyone together.

I‘ve never experienced so much 
love. Thank you all.

Martin König

Verse by Karl König for his  
children
given to friends for their children  
by Andrew

In my heart shines a bright star  
is the Light of my Angel,  
When I am gentle and kind  
The Light shines clear and bright,  
When I am angry and wild  
Dark clouds cover the Light of my Angel,  
When I go to sleep in the evening  
My soul carries the star to the heavens  
And when I wake up in the morning  
It can shine clear and bright again in my

heart.
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Starting Point 

The Karl König Institute is presently 
undertaking an ambitious project 
filming interviews with individuals 
in Europe and North America who 

still have a 
recollection 
of encoun-
tering, living  
and working 
with Dr. Karl 

König, the founder of the Interna- 
tional Camphill Movement.

The Project

Working with several experienced 
filmmakers, photographers and vol-
unteers, and with considerable re-
search and 
engagement 
from the Ins-
titute staff in 
Europe and 
North Ame-
rica, we have 
compiled a list of over 35 individuals 
who are able to recount impressions, 
anecdotes and experiences of Dr. Kö-
nig – as a human being, teacher, lea-
der, humanitarian, visionary and spi-
ritual scientific researcher.

This visual storytelling will be 
augmented with photos, documents, 

letters and 
a d d i t i on a l 
film footage 
from Karl 
König’s work 
in the early 

years of Camphill. It will provide a 
powerful and unique documentary of 
this exceptional man and his times, as 
well as of life in the Camphill com-
munities. The films will indicate 
what motivated and inspired Karl 
König to be so productive and creative 
in his social, community and spiritual 
pursuits and 
activities. We 
are confident 
that the in-
terviews will 

Living History Film Project

inform and 
inspire pre-
sent and up-
coming ge-
nerations en- 
gaged in social regeneration.

For all those active in social work, 
these documentary films and their in-
terviews represent a unique and valu-
able resource that offers a full-hearted 
portrayal of Camphill, its continuing 
legacy in the world, and portray ex-

periences of 
its founder in 
different set-
tings and life 
circumstan-
ces.

The Product

These film recordings, compiling 
well over 50 hours of unique  
interviews in German and English, 
will be a valuable interdisciplinary  
resource edited into several films in-
cluding a 
45 -m i nu t e 
documenta-
ry that will 
give a varied, 
colorful and 
essential portrait of the man who ins-
pired and continues to inspire 
thousands of people around the  
world.

Funding

The Karl König Institute determined 
to undertake this project prior to  
securing the total necessary funding, 
as time was of the essence in identify-

ing, contac-
ting and 
s chedu l i n g 
i n t e r v i ew s 
with indivi-
duals who 

can still recollect Karl König, in mul-
tiple countries around the world. 

As the Camphill founders worked 
actively with Karl König in the middle 
decades of the last century, we have 

unfortunately observed that potential 
interviewees have either passed away 
before we could schedule interviews, 
or could no longer share accurate re-
collections. Hence, the Institute has 
moved forward with determination 
and with 
con f idence 
that the ne-
cessary fun-
ding will be 
o b t a i n e d  
during the 
execution of the Living History  
project.

To complete this initiative, the 
Karl König Institute is seeking 

€35’000. We 
have received 
two grants 
very quickly, 
one from the 
C o p a k e  
Circle in 

Camphill Village in America and  
one from the Camphill Foundation  
in Britain, earmarked for the film 
project; thanks to this we could get 
the inter-
views done in 
a timely way. 
I n c l u d i n g 
some private 
donations the 
total is now € 25’600 and so we are 
still seeking friends and institutions 
who can support this project and help 

give voice to 
a wonderful 
group of 
people whose 
unique and 
personal sto-
ries will in-

form and inspire future generations in 
meaningful ways. 

If you can 
help us we 
would be very  
grateful!

Cornelius 
Pietzner
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Please Donate for the Karl König Institute!

International: 
Karl König Institut, GLS Bank, Bochum  

IBAN: DE74430609671131714200 ·  BIC: GENODEM1GLS

In North America: 
Via Camphill Foundation, P.O. Box 820, Uwchland, PA 19480

Please visit their donations page: https://camphillfoundation.org/kki-donation/
Or make checks payable to Camphill Foundation 

with a note in the memo line indicating Karl König Institute
 If you have any questions please contact deborahgrace@karlkoeniginstitute.org

 In Great Britain:

Cheques payable to Karl König Institute  
at Christoph Hänni, Camphill House, Milltimber, Aberdeen AB13 OAN, Scotland

“The farther back you can look, the 
farther forward you are likely to see”.
This quote, attributed to Winston 
Churchill, is in itself a confirmation 
of the relevance of Camphill archival 
work.

The gap in time of over 50 years 
since Dr. König inhabited living space 
in Camphill House on the Camphill 
Estate outside of Aberdeen is a pro-
found one.

Shortly post WW11, the modesty 
of expectation for living and working 
space for someone like König, is al-
most breathtaking. His private quar-
ters, where much of the archival work 
is housed and takes place, consists of 
barely two and a half small rooms, all 
of which would fit comfortably in a 
modern double bedroom today. These 
rooms are crowded with books and 
manuscripts, and a few pieces of sim-
ple furniture. Apparently, König slept 
on a small pull-out bed on a two-
seater couch in his tiny bedroom.

The rooms have the distinct musty 
fragrance of a time gone by, another 
era, of a period where so many desti-
nies were directly linked to the great 
events of the war and all of its conse-
quences. In some ways, I almost felt 

like I was Lucy in the Narnia stories 
from C.S. Lewis upon entering these 
rooms from the rest of the manse that 
is Camphill House. It felt as if I was 
being invited into another world and 
another time, palpable in so many 
ways.

To sit in these rooms, and literally 
breathe in such a different and par-
ticular atmosphere, reminiscent of  
circumstances that are hardly imagi-
nable today, was both humbling and 
inspiring. Humbling because of the 
obvious discipline, sacrifice and com-
mitment of Dr. König, which is so well 
chronicled elsewhere. And inspiring to 
experience what was born out of this, 
and the feeling of  “then” and “now”.

It’s no use to bemoan the “good 
old days”; they were surely no better 
than today, and possibly much worse, 
at least in physical terms. When one 
emerges from these archival rooms 
from the 1950’s and comes into the 
life of today, and despite all the many 
changes – in health care policies, 
governance, financing, service deli-
very systems, and even attitudes, it 
becomes so evident, no matter what 
one thinks of how Camphill has evol-
ved, that the spiritual seed that was 

planted and nurtured so many decades 
ago, had a tremendously powerful 
germinating power.

It is quite a journey to contem-
plating tiny rose seeds hidden inside 
the rose bud, that will one day arrive 
at the full fragrant rose flower. For me 
this is a kind of metaphor for Camp-
hill: tiny germinating spiritual seeds 
hidden inside the protective sheath of 
the inner community that is the rose 
bud. And for these seeds to germinate, 
one needs to release the protective 
sheath of the bud, similar to the grad-
ual opening of the inner community.

The “distance” from these fragile 
seeds to the actual rose is bridged 
when one visits the archival rooms of 
Dr. König and Camphill. One can 
appreciate that being able to look 
back into history – the history of a 
very unique personality and a very 
unique social spiritual movement –
also provides the basis for looking 
ahead into the future. If one takes this 
seriously, there is a remarkable fundus 
to guide Camphill forward.

In my view, this is one of the core 
contributions and tasks of the Karl 
König Institute.

Cornelius Pietzner

The Archive Team Visits Scotland – August 2023
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On this day, the 190th anniversary of 
Kaspar Hauser’s death, I would like to 
greet you with a saying:

At the end of the day, gaze not upon 
your harvest,
But look upon what you have sown!

Surely, we could also apply this saying 
to the fulfillment of a year of life:

At the end of the year, gaze not upon 
your harvest,
But look upon what you have sown!

What is it that I have sown this year? 
After all, the nature of what has been 
sown is not so obvious and therefore 
not as definite as a harvest. What we 
are sowing is still in the process of 
becoming, and so can often only be 
guessed at:

What have I sown in this year?
And we can take this question still 
deeper, applying it then to the span of a 
whole lifetime, and then we may hear:

At life’s end, gaze not upon your harvest,
But look upon what you have sown!

And this is where Kaspar Hauser comes 
to our awareness! What did he not have  
to endure – reaping as he did, so much 
mockery and derision, especially at the  
end of his short life? Kaspar Hauser  
was discredited by his legal guardian  
who accused him of lying, of being 
suicidal and falsely claiming that he  
had been attacked… when in truth,  
Kaspar Hauser had been stabbed in  
a brutal, wicked, manner – the occult 
steel mortally rammed into the center 
of his sun-filled heart!

What were the things that Kaspar 
Hauser had sown? Yes, this is the questi-
on that I would wish to impart to you 
during the time of the Holy Nights, 
and I hope to bring it to your hearts:

What, seen in the light of your 
understanding and discernment,  
did Kaspar Hauser sow?

Does not Jakob Wassermann‘s quote: 
“Kaspar Hauser will be as powerful in 
death as he was powerless in life“ point us 
towards the direction of Hope?

Right at the beginning of Kaspar’s 
short life in this world, his teacher 
Georg Friedrich Daumer wanted to  
give him closer access to his own name  
and also to help him understand the 
mysteries of growth. And so Daumer 
had his student sow his name, KASPAR 
HAUSER, into the earth, with garden  
cress. But it was crushed twice – first 
by a pear thief and then by a cat! The 
“foundling“ never really found his 
name in the world. This harvest did 
not come about.

…. And yet, did he not sow a 
path-way through which for all of us, 
our true name could be kept alive?

And now we will ask, how is it with 
the Research Circle? Well, we have 
been able to reap a harvest this year, 
and for me this evokes gratitude and 
joy. Yet to remain true to the essence 
of this short letter, I will ask myself 
the question: What have we, the people 
working in the Research Circle, been 
able to sow this year?

It really is hard to measure! Perhaps 
I can share just one simple experience 
with you. After a weekend seminar in 
a town in Switzerland, an elderly lady 
came up to me and said, with deep 
feeling, she had experienced the  
warmth of love. This really filled me 
with joy!

Yes, may the seed of the Child of Europe 
sprout in us as the warmth of love:
Be it, in how I devotedly nourish my 
wooden horse,
Be it, in how I praise creation in its 
immeasurable beauty,
Be it, in how I give compassion to the 
enemy…

Dear friends and sponsors! Please do 
look for new and interesting articles on  
our website: www.kaspar-hauser.net.
And we are so glad to be able to share 
that the major project with which we 
are collaborating, right in the heart of 
Ansbach – of transforming the house 
where Kaspar Hauser lived and died 
into a Center for Healing Education – is 
making good progress! We should be 
able to count on it opening in 2024. 
As a part of this initiative, the Re-
search Circle will be responsible for 
three rooms in the house; they are for 
our Research Archive, for seminars 
and workshops, and also, the room 
where Kaspar Hauser’s lived and died 
will become a space for contemplation 
and meditation. A hotel director has 
also already been found and the name 
of the hotel has been decided upon 
“Kaspar’s House“.
This summer from July 28 through 
August 4, the 14th Kaspar Hauser Fes-
tival will take place! On behalf of my 
dear colleagues, I extend our warmest 
greetings and thanks to all of you for 
your loyalty and support!

Eckart Böhmer

A letter from Eckart Böhmer

Lily. Watercolor by Kaspar Hauser
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In this attempt to look back to the 
Kaspar Hauser Festival in Triform 
Camphill Community almost two 
years ago I find myself again filled 
with awe and gratitude. The mood 
that grew and increasingly pervaded 
the festival was one of peace and 
stillness. Each contribution asked 
that it be taken in and allowed to 
come to rest in the heart space of all 
the participants. The final moments 
were filled with the music played by  
Gilli Melamed-Lev that offered a 
place where the Hall in Triform be-
came a sanctuary of inspiration; a re-
sounding call that went to the very 
depths of the soul’s vastness. It was 
clear that there were many other par-
ticipants invisible to our sense per-
ception.

From the opening words of Irene 
Valujeva all of us were awakened to 
the apocalyptic events in Ukraine, 
the deaths and violence and pain in-
flicted. Taking away family, life, and 
childhoods. She called upon the 
hearts of all to be awakened. This was 
followed by the telling of life that was 
Kaspar Hauser by myself and Takeshi 
Suesada. This became an opportunity 
for those new to the story of Kaspar 
Hauser to see his story shine.

The lectures that were offered  
turned to the theme of the apocalypse 
in many different ways, 
and this caused the many 
spells that our time has 
placed upon us to be dis-
pelled. Yes, I can say that 
our otherwise slumbering 
organs of perception  
and understanding were 
aroused from the slumber 
of the spells.

Richard Steel’s lecture 
asked the question – are 
we willing to create the 
future and not just dance 
at the abyss? He addressed 
the title “Living with the 
Apocalypse” that leads us 

Kaspar Hauser and the Apocalypse
A Report on the Kaspar Hauser Festival in Triform – March 31–April 3, 2022

Hauser’s suffering and words offer a 
bridge from the past into the future, 
built upon “Kaspar Virtues” of pati-
ence, humility, and forgiveness.

David spoke on the theme of Kas-
par Hauser in America, and can Ame-
rica be a child of Europe too? In a 
remarkable way he brought forward 
the need of healing that must take 
place between America and Europe. 
The need for America to take up the 
middle European impulse of a new 
social order. A reality that must occur 
so that the 6th cultural Epoch can be 
realized.

So much more can be said, yet I 
am compelled to conclude by again 
stating this festival held the mood of a 
mystery center. A group of people di-
ving deep into the soul to comprehend 
and feel the being of Kaspar Hauser. 
A mood that leads to a sensing of the 
gift, the offering of Kaspar that is not 
only always present, but also gives to 
humanity a future. A future that can 
only be revealed through the revela-
tion of the Christ and Kaspar Hauser 
in our hearts and deeds.

Stephen Steen

Editor’s note:

Because the Karl König Institute is 
planning a North American Kaspar 

Hauser Festival for No-
vember 8-10, 2024, we 
want to share Stephen’s ar-
ticle to make a connection 
with the 2022 Festival. It 
was a hybrid event and the 
amazing lectures are 
available on the website 
of the Kaspar Hauser  
Research Circle. The Karl 
König Institute asks  
$40-50 USD to participate 
in the lectures of  “Kaspar 
Hauser and the Apocalypse“.  
Email: 
deborahgrace@karl-koenig-
institute.org 
for access.

Eckart and Richard in Triform

to the being of John. He emphasized  
the mystery that evil can lead us to 
the good. Also, the profound signifi-
cance of the toy horse that Kaspar lo-
ved and fed during his imprisonment.

This was followed by two lectu-
res from Eckart Böhmer Where the  
Danger Is / Also Lies the Saving Power.
These lectures, given in a most heart-
felt way, offered to the listener the 
complexity in which Kaspar was a 
sign that there is a spiritual world. 
That the human being is reminded, 
through the being of Kaspar, that 
they are truly spiritual in their na-
ture. As a researcher, Eckart brought 
to light the questions one needs to 
ask to go on the path of uncovering 
more knowledge of the true being of 
Kaspar. Later on Eckart spoke of the 
key of David. He told of how Kas-
par shows us that if we can become 
the bearer of this key, we will be able 
to progress to the 6th cultural Epoch 
with the knowledge of how to love 
one another.

This was followed by two deeply 
personal talks from Carrie Schuchardt 
and from David Schwartz. Carrie 
spoke of the revelation of the refu-
gee in apocalyptic times. She spoke, 
through her years of living with and 
supporting refugees, of how Kaspar 
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The house where Kaspar Hauser  
lived and died in such a heart-moving  
manner is now being renovated –  
becoming a modern structure yet re-
vealing its past in a special way. It is a 
historic building at the heart of the 
city and is part of a threefold seed for 
today’s town. On the other side of the 
square are the court of appeals where 
Anselm von Feuerbach, Kaspar 
Hauser’s protector worked, and St. 
Gumbertus Church, where Kaspar 
was confirmed on Whitsun 1833 in 
the chapel of the Swan Knights.

After years of decay, renovations 
have begun, and the old inner walls 
are revealed. Finally, this deeply sig-
nificant historic building will have a 
new purpose in the name of Kaspar 
Hauser. It will be an education and 
conference center that will include 
groups of volunteers from “Freunde“ 
(Friends of Waldorf Education), who 
will prepare for their volunteer work 
in Camphill centers worldwide, and 
in other organizations. And it will in-
clude emergency and trauma pedago-
gy work as developed by Bernd Ruf.

The Healing Center will be a  
hotel with an organic restaurant. The 
staff will include many people with 
special needs. The “Freunde“ and the 
emergency pedagogy work of Bernd 
Ruf are the two organizational spon-
sors for the Kaspar Hauser Center 
for Healing Education and the Karl 
König Institute, and the Christian 
Community are collaborators in this 
project.

The second floor is the primary 
responsibility of the Kaspar Hauser 

The Kaspar Hauser Center for Healing Education in Ansbach

The old inner walls of Kaspar‘s House
The house where Kaspar lived and died – before 
renovations began

Research Circle. It is the heart of the 
building and Kaspar Hauser’s room 
will become a quiet, meditative space; 
next to it there will be a room for semi- 
nars and teaching, and the third room 
will be the location for the Kaspar 
Hauser Research Archive and Library.

To make this a worthy place for 
people to connect with the “Child of 
Europe” we are seeking friends of 
Kaspar Hauser from around the world 
and asking for your support to make 
this remarkable vision a reality! Can 
you please help to achieve this dream, 
so that the old home of Kaspar Hauser 
is transformed into the new Kaspar 
Hauser Center for Healing Educa-
tion?

Architect‘s drawing of the Kaspar Hauser Center 
for Healing Education

We invite you to see a brief video of Eckart 
Böhmer and Richard Steel talking about 
this project!

Eckart and Richard Talk about 
Kaspar‘s House!

See and listen at:
https://www.kaspar-hauser.net/en/
Ansbach_Project.html

Every gift that is received to create 
this Center for Healing Education and 

new way for Kaspar Hauser to work 
in today‘s world will be received with 
heartfelt thankfulness!

Those friends who would like to 
donate €200 or more will receive a 
signed certificate of appreciation from 
the Kaspar Hauser Research Circle 
and a 400-year-old nail from the ori-
ginal walls of the house.

Thank you for being a friend of Kaspar!

Floorplan of rooms that were Kaspar Hauser‘s

Kaspar Hauser‘s room

Seminar room

Kaspar Hauser‘s Research Office
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A North American Kaspar Hauser Festival: November 8-10, 2024
Kaspar Hauser: His Message of Hope for Our Time!

The Karl König Institute is 
creating this Festival by joining 
with friends in the four Camp-
hill communities in Columbia 
County, NY who carry the Kas-
par Hauser impulse. The Insti-
tute and this group co-created 
the Kaspar Hauser Festivals in 
New York in 2017, 2019 and 
2022.

In the 2024 Festival we 
will continue our research 
into Kaspar Hauser’s gift 
for humanity and its urgent  
meaning for our time. We will 
focus on the hope that Kaspar 
Hauser gives to humanity and 
how we can unite with the 
strength and courage he im-
parts for today’s times.

Eckart Böhmer, Director 
of the Kaspar Hauser Research 
Circle will give lectures, as will 
Richard Steel. Richard‘s new 
play, “Kaspar Hauser – Rider 
of the Future” will be produced 
by Stephen Steen.

We will hear more about 
the exciting project in Ansbach 
– which is renewing the historic 
building where Kaspar Hauser 
spent his last years. This old 
house is being transformed into 
a place where young people  
today can truly meet Kaspar 
Hauser, learn and be inspired 
by his deed for humanity – and 
for the future.

This will be a hybrid Festi-
val, so people will be able to 
come together in-person to 
celebrate Kaspar Hauser’s Mes-
sage of Hope, and will also be 
able to take part in the Festi-
val from all over the world. 
The location for the Festival 
will be confirmed soon, so  
please check our website, or 
email to be put on a list with 
Festival updates:

Kaspar Hauser, The Path of Sacrifice.
By Greg Tricker

Please make Donations for Kaspar‘s House!

International Donations: 
Karl König Institut, GLS Bank, Bochum  

IBAN: DE47 4306 0967 1131 7142 01  ·  BIC: GENODEM1GLS
Please use the keyword ANSBACH in the memo line

In North America: 
Via Camphill Foundation, P.O. Box 820, Uwchland, PA 19480

Please visit their donations page: https://camphillfoundation.org/kki-donation/
Or make checks payable to Camphill Foundation 

with a note in the memo line indicating Karl Konig Institute/Ansbach.
 If you have any questions please contact deborahgrace@karlkoeniginstitute.org.

 Via the Institute’s website: 
https://www.karlkoeniginstitute.org/en/donations.asp


